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Dear Parents/Guardians  

Welcome back to a new academic year at Silkmore Primary Academy. This year sees some staffing 

changes, building changes and policy changes that we, as a school team, are all excited to get going 

with. Below is some key information for the start of the year.  

Attendance 

All children, throughout the school, are required to attend school every day for the entire day 

(8:50am-3:15pm). General medical appointments should only be booked for school holidays. For 

unavoidable medical appointments (e.g. hospital), please bring confirmation of the appointment to 

the school office to be copied and kept on file. In the case of genuine illness, a phone call should be 

made to the school office between 8:00 and 8:30am to inform school, if the child remains off school 

for subsequent days, a daily phone call should be made to update school on the progress. All 

absence will be classed as unauthorised unless authorised by the Headteacher or Assistant heads.  

Uniform  

All children are expected to wear full uniform each day. No trainers or jeans are permitted unless a 

medical note from a doctor is given to the school office. Details of our uniform can be found on the 

school website or PIOTA APP.  

Senior Leadership Team 

Mrs Connelly will begin the year as Headteacher until she goes on Maternity leave at the end of 

October. At which point, Mrs Didier, the Headteacher from Veritas Primary Academy will be working 

across the two schools as the interim Headteacher until Mrs Connelly returns. Mrs Addison and Miss 

Dimmock are the new Assistant Headteachers for the academic year, and Mrs Fox has returned to 

Silkmore in her role as EYFS lead. If you have an issue that can’t be resolved by your class teacher, 

please make an appointment with one of the SLT team via the school office.  

After School Clubs  

Early Birds and Silkworms have started on the first day back and places can be booked through the 

school office. Our wide variety of additional after school clubs begins on Monday 9th September, if 

you requested a place before the holidays you will receive confirmation by Friday 6th September. 

Forest School places were sent out before the holidays and require the £10 to be paid by Friday to 

confirm the place.   

Paperless  

As explained before the holidays, we are gradually working towards becoming paperless, this will  

not only save the school a lot of money but also contribute to Eco friendliness and avoid lost papers. 

Information will be sent via email, the schools PIOTA app, Marvellous Me, and Facebook. Please 

ensure your email address is up-to-date with the school office. If you would like any help setting up 

PIOTA or Marvellous Me, please see the office or SLT.  
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Heating and water works 

Over the holidays the contractors have worked extremely hard to install a new boiler, heating and 

water system across the whole school. The entire works will take 20 weeks and isn’t due to be 

completed until October half term. The work in classrooms and pupil spaces is almost complete but 

work in the boiler house, offices and school hall are still underway. This is a huge, but immensely 

important project in order to ensure we have heating and hot water moving forward. The remaining 

works should have no major impact on daily school life, apart from the hall being out of bounds until 

further notice.  

Assemblies  

Due to the hall still being used for the heating and water works, there can be no assemblies. Special 

mentions will be held in classrooms on a Friday afternoon. Parents of the children who will be 

receiving special mentions or star of the week will be invited to join the class for this assembly.  

Reading books and diaries  

We have brand new home-school link diaries on their way and will be given to pupils as soon as they 

arrive at school. These diaries are to record reading, spelling, timestable and maths homework in, 

but also contain lots of useful information about the school. We have a brand new reading scheme 

in which children will work through book levels depending on their ability. These books will not be 

sent home due to the costs associated with them. Each class will go to the library weekly, children 

will be able to select a reading book of interest to them to take home for the week. Please ensure 

diaries and library books are brought into school each day.  

PE 

PE started on the first day back so please ensure children have kit in school every day as the 

timetable can be flexible. Due to the hall being closed, most PE sessions will take place outside so 

trainers are essential. You may also wish to send your child with a tracksuit as the weather gets a 

little chillier. In the case of rain, PE will be restructured so elements can be taught inside along with 

health and wellbeing sessions. It is against national health and safety regulations for children to 

participate in PE wearing jewellery, therefore earrings must be removed or covered (by yourselves 

or the pupil) prior to the lesson. Teachers are not permitted to issue or apply plasters as earring 

covers. For PE involving equipment (mainly gymnastics), and swimming ALL  jewellery must be 

removed.    

Dates  

We already have lots of dates in the diary. Please see the school website for what we have coming 

up, including coffee mornings, parent involvement and community events.  
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If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch via the office, 

morning messages or by seeing your class teacher.  

Thank you  

 

The Silkmore Team.  
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