
 

 

 

Reach2 Milestones  

In order to achieve the Reach2 Milestones, the child needs to demonstrate 

that they can write for a purpose in a wide range of genres within all areas 

of the curriculum for enjoyment and meaning.  The child reflects on their 

writing  enabling them to draft edit and improve, allowing the child to  

publish their work and celebrate their writing. 

Working towards is  for those children who are 

working well below age related expectations (SEN). 

Staff will look to previous year group objectives to 

inform the pupil’s IEP. 

On track  to meet: children who are on track to 

comprehensively attain the SKU of the assessment 

criteria by end of the year.  

Met is  for those children who demonstrate they 

have mastered the SKU of the assessment criteria 

and can apply them across a broad range of con-

texts.  

Aspring to meet children who are accessing the 

expectations of their year group, however are not 

deemed to be ‘on track without significant addi-

tional support and intervention . (TARGET GROUP) 
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Year 6 

Spelling  

The child spells words from the year 6 spelling list.  

 

Sentence Construction  

The child varies clause structures in their writing.  

The child writes with a clear purpose and understanding of the audience.  

The child writes paragraphs that link cohesively.  

The child writes with the full range of punctuation.  

 

Vocabulary  

The child controls their vocabulary for effect.  

 

Structure  

The child organises their writing according to the genre.  

 

Editing  

The child edits writing by assessing the effectiveness of the grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary.  

 

WRITING MILESTONES 



 

 

 

Genre Coverage  - Writing Opportunities (Key Stage 2) 

Narrative 

• Write stories set in places pupils have been. 

• Write stories that contain mythical, legendary or historical characters or events. 

• Write stories of adventure. 

• Write stories of mystery and suspense. 

• Write letters. 

• Write plays. 

• Write stories, letters, scripts and fictional biographies inspired by reading across the curriculum. 
 

Non-Fiction 

• Write instructions. 

• Write recounts. 

• Write persuasively. 

• Write explanations. 

• Write non-chronological reports. 

• Write biographies. 

• Write in a journalistic style. 

• Write arguments. 

• Write formally. 
 

Poetry 

• Learn by heart and perform a significant poem. 

• Write haiku. 

• Write cinquain. 

• Write poems that convey an image (simile, word play, rhyme and metaphor). 

Only the following are statutory at KS2: 

 narratives 

 non-fiction 

 poetry 

 different purposes. 

COVERAGE OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Please highlight the LO as they are covered. 

Key 

 Covered once 

 Covered twice 

 Covered three times 

 Covered more than three times 

 

E.g.: Use well-chosen adjectives to add detail. 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Transcription 

REAch2 Milestone & LO Indicators of Success (PoS) Aspiring to Meet On Track to Meet Met  

 

Handwriting 

 

LO: To present           

neatly 

Write fluently and legibly with a 

personal style by choosing which shape of a 

letter to use when given choices in decid-

ing, as part of their personal style, whether 

or not to join specific letters. 

Writing is usually presented in a             

legible style. Some inconsistencies in 

style may appear, especially in        

longer pieces of writing. 

Writing is generally fluent with some 

evidence of a consistent personal 

style emerging. 

Writing is fluent and legible with a 

clear and consistent personal style. 

Spelling 

 

LO: To spell correctly 

 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

The child spells words from 

the Year 6 spelling list 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and un-

derstand the guidance for adding them  

When help is provided, prefixes are 

used appropriately 

When reminders are provided,  pre-

fixes are used appropriately. 

Prefixes are used appropriately. 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for 

example, knight, psalm, solemn]  

Some words with silent letters are 

spelled correctly. 

Many words with silent letters are 

spelled correctly. 

Words with silent letters are spelled 

correctly. 

Continue to distinguish between homo-

phones and other words which are often 

confused  

With support distinguishes between 

homophones and other words which 

are often confused . 

With reminders, distinguishes           

between homophones and other 

words which are often confused. 

Distinguishes between homophones 

and other words which are often con-

fused. 

Spell the vast majority of Year 5 & Year 6 

words correctly. 

Some age appropriate words are 

spelled correctly but there are gaps in 

knowledge. 

All of Year 5 and many of Year 6 

words are spelled correctly. 

The vast majority of Year 5 and Year 6 

words are spelled correctly. 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and 

meaning of words  

With support, uses a dictionary and/ 

or thesaurus.   

Uses dictionaries and a thesaurus to 

find alterative words and/or mean-

ing. Is starting to use the first three or 

four letters of a word to look up a 

word. 

Uses dictionaries and a  thesaurus to 

find alterative words and/or meaning.  

Can use the first three or four letters 

of a word to look up a word. 

 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Composition  

REAch2 Milestone & LO Indicators of Success (PoS) Aspiring to Meet On Track to Meet Met  

 

Vocabulary 

LO: To use                

imaginative                

description 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

The child controls their 

vocabulary for effect 

Draft & write by selecting appropriate 

grammar and vocabulary, understand-

ing how such choices can change and 

enhance meaning  

Support may be required.  Reminders may be required.  Features are independently applied 

without prompts or reminders. 

Interweave descriptions of 

characters, settings and 

atmosphere with dialogue. 

 

Dialogue and descriptions of characters, 

settings and atmosphere tend to be in 

separate blocks. 

There is some evidence of an attempt 

to interweave plot with descriptions of 

characters and settings 

Dialogue and descriptions of             

characters, settings and atmosphere are 

successfully interweaved. 

Use the techniques that authors 

use to create characters, settings 

and plots. 

When models or frameworks are provid-

ed, characters, settings and plots are 

successfully developed. 

When reminders are provided, a good 

range of techniques is used to create 

characters, settings and plots. 

Writing shows an impressive 

understanding of how to create 

characterisation, settings and plots. 

Create vivid images by using 

alliteration, similes, metaphors and 

personification. 

When guidance is provided, alliteration, 

similes, metaphors and personification 

are used appropriately. 

When reminders are provided, writing 

demonstrates a lively imagination,   

including the successful and appropriate 

use of alliteration, similes, metaphors 

and personification. 

Vivid and believable images capture and 

sustain the reader’s attention. 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Composition  
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Sentence  

Construction 

 

LO: To structure and 

punctuate sentences                             

appropriately 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

The child writes with a clear 

purpose and understanding 

of the audience.  

The child writes paragraphs 

that link cohesively.  

The child varies clause struc-

tures in their writing.  

The child writes with the full 

range of punctuation.  
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Identify the audience for writing.  

 

 

When guidance is provided, 

the audience for writing is 

identified. 

 

When reminders are           

provided, writing shows an 

awareness of the audience. 

Writing shows a strong  

awareness of the audience. 

When structures are provided, writing is organised in line with 

its purpose.  

When support is provided, the 

main features of a type of 

writing are included. 

When reminders are                 

provided, the appropriate 

form of writing for its           

intended purpose is chosen. 

When reminders are provid-

ed, the main features of a 

type of writing are used. 

 

The appropriate form of 

writing is chosen for its            

purpose. The main features of 

the type of writing chosen are 

fluently and consistently          

applied. 
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Write paragraphs that give the reader a sense of clarity. 

 

Paragraphs may refer to       

previously introduced ideas, 

which may not be clear. 

 

Paragraphs generally make 

sense if read alone. 

Each paragraph introduces a 

theme and expands upon it in 

appropriate detail. 

Write paragraphs that make sense if read alone. 

 

Shorter pieces of writing are 

clear and cohesive but longer 

pieces may lack cohesion. 

 

With reminders, pieces of 

writing, even longer pieces, 

are generally cohesive. 

When read alone, paragraphs 

make sense and when read 

together they provide clarity. 

Write cohesively at length. Shorter pieces of writing are 

clear and cohesive but longer 

pieces lack cohesion. 

When reminders are            

provided, pieces of writing, 

even longer pieces are gener-

ally cohesive. 

When read alone, paragraphs 

make sense and when read 

together they provide clarity. 

Sentence Construction—page 1 of 2 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Composition  
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Sentence  

Construction 

 

LO: To structure 

and punctuate sen-

tences                             

appropriately 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

The child writes with a 

clear purpose and             

understanding of the audi-

ence.  

The child writes                   

paragraphs that link              

cohesively.  

The child varies clause 

structures in their writing.  

The child writes with the 

full range of punctuation.  
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Write sentences that include: 
 

 Varied clause structure 

 Relative clauses, (who, which, where, when, whose, that, with) 

 modal verbs or adverbs  

 Expanded noun phrases for complex information 

 Perfect form of verbs to mark  relationship of time and cause 

 Passive verbs to affect the  presentation of information in a        

sentence. 
 

Some of the features listed 

are evident. 

 

Support may be required 

Most of the features listed 

are evident. 

 

Reminders may be required. 

Almost all of the features 

listed are evident.  

 

Features are independently 

applied without prompts or 

reminders. 
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Choose effective grammar. 

Writes with a full range of punctuation. 

A growing awareness of           

effective grammar and            

punctuation is  emerging. 

With reminders, effective 

grammar and punctuation 

are generally used. 

Effective grammar and     

punctuation are used         

accurately and efficiently 

Indicate grammatical and other features by : 
 

 using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

 using hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 

 Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 

 Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary 

between independent clauses. Use of colon to introduce a list 

 Consistent use of bullet points to list information. 

 

Some of the features listed 

are evident.  

Most of the features listed 

are evident.  

All of the features listed are 

evident. 

Use & understand grammatical terminology in English Appendix2:  

Subject, object / active, passive / synonym, antonym / ellipses, 

hypen / colon, semi-colon / bullet points 

Support may be required. Reminders may be required. Features are independently 

use and applied. 

Sentence Construction—page 2 of 2 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Composition  
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Structure 

 

LO: To organise               

writing                      

appropriately 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

The child organises their 

writing according to the genre 

The child organises their writing ac-

cording to the genre 

With scaffolds and support begins to 

organise writing according to genre. 

With reminders, organises their 

writing 

The child organises their writing         

according to the genre 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing 

on reading and research where            

necessary. 

Is beginning to note and develop ideas 

with adult support or prompts. 

With reminders can note and develop 

initial ideas, increasingly drawing on 

reading and research. 

Notes and develop initial ideas,               

drawing effectively on reading and re-

search. 

Guide the reader by using a range 

of organisational devices, including 

headings, bullet points, underlining 

and a range of connectives. 

 

When guidance or frameworks are 

provided, organisational features are 

used appropriately. 

When reminders (such as success 

criteria) are provided, key                      

organisational devices are used appro-

priately. Connectives are  usually well 

chosen but may appear formulaic. 

A range of effective organisational 

features is used. Connectives are well 

chosen for the intended purpose. 

Ensure the correct use of tenses 

throughout a piece of writing. 

 

Tenses are generally used correctly 

throughout a piece of writing,             

although there are some exceptions. 

Tenses are generally used correctly           

throughout a piece of writing. 

Tenses are used correctly and  altered 

accurately within a piece of writing. 

(The perfect forms of verbs are used 

effectively.) 

Write cohesively at length; using a 

wide range of devices within and 

across paragraphs.  

Shorter pieces of writing are clear and 

cohesive but longer pieces may lack 

cohesion. 

When reminders are provided, pieces 

of writing, even longer pieces, are   

generally cohesive. 

Longer pieces of writing are cohesive. 

Draft and write by précising 

(summarising) longer passages. 

With help is able to begin to summarise 

longer passages. 

With reminders, is generally able to 

make a precis of a text. 

Can draft and write by précising 

(summarising) longer passages. 



 

 

 

Writing Assessment : Year 6  

Composition 
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Editing 

 

LO: To check and edit 

writing  

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

The child edits writing by         

assessing the effectiveness of 

the grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary  

Evaluate and edit by:  
 

*assessing the effectiveness of their 

own and others’ writing  

 

*proposing changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to             

enhance effects and clarify meaning  

 

*ensuring the consistent and correct 

use of tense throughout a piece of 

writing  

 

*ensuring correct subject and verb 

agreement when using singular and 

plural, distinguishing between the 

language of speech and writing and 

choosing the appropriate register  

 

Some of the editing skills listed are 

used but support may still be needed. 

Most of the editing skills listed are 

used, although may still need           

reminders. 

Is able to use the editing skills listed to 

good effect. 

Proof-read for spelling and                    

punctuation errors. 

Begins to proof read writing for 

spelling and punctuation errors,             

although may still need support. 

With reminders, is able to proof read 

writing for spelling and punctuation 

errors. 

Proof reads for spelling and                            

punctuation errors. 

Perform their own compositions, using 

appropriate intonation,  volume, and 

movement so that meaning is clear.  

Performances show a growing           

awareness of and experimentation 

with intonation, volume and pace. 

Performances show confidence, 

appropriate intonation and good pace 

and volume. 

Performances are confident and clear 

and show excellent awareness of the 

audience. Pace, volume and intonation 

are altered well for effect and the 

reaction of the audience is very               

positive. 



 

 

 

Oracy Assessment : Year 6  

Oracy 
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Oracy  

 

LO: To use spoken                  

language                   

effectively 

 

 

By end of the learning                    

journey:  

 

“The child uses  spoken       

language to express, to         

understand, to communicate  

socially for a purpose, and to 

listen.” 
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Perform compositions, using 

appropriate intonation and volume. 

 

Performances show growing           

awareness of and experimentation 

with intonation, volume and pace. 

Performances show confidence, 

appropriate intonation and good pace 

and volume. 

Performances are confident and clear 

and show excellent awareness of the 

audience. Pace, volume and           

intonation are altered well for effect 

and the reaction of the audience is 

very positive. 

Exp
re

ssive
 

The child initiates conversation,  
clearly expressing ideas and opinions.  
 

With adult support, begins to                 

experiment... 

With occasional prompts or                    

reminders, can... 

Can …. 

R
e
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p
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The child identifies the main points 
from each speaker, comparing their 
arguments and how they are            
presented.  

With adult support, begins to                         

experiment... 

With occasional prompts or               

reminders, can... 

Can …. 

P
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The child demonstrates cooperation 
and mutual understanding when  
organising activities.  

With adult support, begins to                 

experiment... 

With occasional prompts or               

reminders, can... 

Can …. 

Liste
n

in
g  

The child listens critically and                
questions the validity of conclusions.  

With adult support, begins to                      

experiment... 

With occasional prompts or                    

reminders, can... 

Can …. 


